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Chaco Canyon in northwestern New Mexico contains a remarkable set of Ancestral Puebloan

buildings. Occupied between AD 850 and 1150, Chaco appears to have been the cultural and

political center for much of what is now the Four Corners region. Many sites in the Chaco Culture

National Historical Park have been continuously studied for more than a century. Vivian and Hilpert

wrote this encyclopedic handbook to help organize the extensive amount of information available for

Chaco, as well as to stimulate speculation and encourage further exploration. The result is a highly

accessible but thorough reference.The Chaco Handbook includes more than 270 cross-referenced,

alphabetical entries, more than 100 illustrations and maps, plus histories of ChacoÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s

development and ensuing archaeological research. Entries address important Chacoan and related

sites, place-names, archaeological and ethnographic terms, objects and architectural features, and

institutions and individuals. This second edition includes a new preface, a new chapter on

professional explanations for the Ã¢â‚¬Å“Chaco Phenomena,Ã¢â‚¬Â• additional entries, and

revisions to existing entries. Useful to anyone with an interest in the Ancestral Puebloans, including

specialists, this handbook will guide readers to greater exploration of Chacoan culture and the

Chaco world.Ã‚Â 

Series: Chaco Canyon

Paperback: 384 pages

Publisher: University of Utah Press; 2nd ed. edition (November 30, 2012)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 1607811952

ISBN-13: 978-1607811954

Product Dimensions:  7 x 0.9 x 9 inches

Shipping Weight: 1.4 pounds (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review:     4.6 out of 5 stars       15 customer reviews

Best Sellers Rank: #178,315 in Books (See Top 100 in Books)   #67 inÃ‚Â Books > Politics & Social

Sciences > Social Sciences > Reference   #136 inÃ‚Â Books > Textbooks > Social Sciences >

Archaeology   #158 inÃ‚Â Books > Reference > Encyclopedias & Subject Guides > History

Ã¢â‚¬Å“A very approachable guide to all things Chacoan. I recommend it to the specialist and the

nonspecialist alike.Ã¢â‚¬Â•Ã¢â‚¬â€•American AntiquityÃ¢â‚¬Å“Never before has there been a



volume that collected material on this fascinating place in an easy-to-use reference

guide.Ã¢â‚¬Â•Ã¢â‚¬â€•The Indian TraderÃ‚Â 

The updated edition of an accessible and thorough guide to Chacoan sites and culture

I have been fascinated by the Chaco culture and architecture for decades. Last September I

decided to fulfill a dream and visit the Chaco Culture NP and other sites. I spent four days camping

and hiking in Chaco Canyon. At night I read the Chaco Handbook and the next morning I headed off

to hikes the trails to visit the sites in the park. I am not an expert, just an eager enthusiast. The

Chaco Guidebook gave me insight into names and places, dates, technology, architecture, and so

much more. I read the book from front to back took the knowledge gained with me while hiking

every available trail. In will head back to Chaco next year and the Chaco Handbook will travel with

me again.

The initial chapters of the book provide a wonderful, readable description of the archeology and

people of Chaco Canyon. The highlighted words in the text are topics for fun exploration in the

encyclopedic-like section in the 2nd half of the book. Reading this book and following the trail of

word connections mirrors the excitement of discovery on a archeological site. Kudos to the talented

authors who wrote this terrific handbook.

Absolutely the BEST, most informative book on Chaco. This has many "secrets" about the Canyon

that you just will not find elsewhere. Made the trip to the National Park that much better

Very informative. Excellent reference and overview of Chaco by one who helped uncover, literally,

the mystery.

After going to this awesome place this book opened up much more insight into this amazing place.

It's coming with us for our next trip to Chaco, This will be a book along with this amazing place will

be read and seen every year if we can.

the overview chapters are interesting and the rest of the book is FULL of information. if you are

intersted in this area this book is a valuable resource.



Good book that details a lot about Chaco Canyon.
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